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Offers came in from American and British forces to evacuate the President and his team. The
idea was to help them set up a government in exile, most likely in eastern Poland, that could
continue to lead from afar. None of Zelensky's advisers recall him giving these offers any serious
consideration. Speaking on a secure landline with the Americans, he responded with a zinger
that made headlines around the world: “Il need ammunition, not a ride.”
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On April 8, while investigators were still exhuming mass graves in Bucha, Russian missiles struck a
train station in Kramatorsk, in eastern Ukraine. Thousands of women, children, and elderly
people had gathered with their luggage and their pets, hoping to catch evacuation trains. The
missiles killed at least 50 and injured more than a hundred others. Several children lost limbs.
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The Russian assault on Mariupol has decimated the brigade. Zelensky told me about 200 of its
troops have survived. Before they found shelter and supplies inside the steel factory, they had
run out of food, water, and ammunition.“They had it very hard,” Zelensky says. “We tried to
support each other.” But there was little Zelensky could do on his own. Ukraine does not have

enough heavy weaponry to break through the encirclement of Mariupol. Across the east, the
Russian forces have clear advantages. “They outnumber us by several times,” says Yermak.
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Outside Ukraine, Zelensky told me, “People see this war on Instagram, on social media. When
they get sick of it, they will scroll away.” It's human nature. Horrors have a way of making us
close our eyes. “It's a lot of blood,” he explains. “It's a lot of emotion.” Zelensky senses the
world’s attention flagging, and it troubles him nearly as much as the Russian bomlbs. Most
nights, when he scans his agenda, his list of tasks has less to do with the war itself than with the
way it is perceived. His mission is to make the free world experience this war the way Ukraine
does. as a matter of its own survival.
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1.SIMON, SHUSTER/KYIV. "Inside Zelensky's World". New York Times. 28 APR. 2022. https://time.com/6171277 /volodymyr-zelensky-
interview-ukraine-war/. Accessed 24 May 2022.
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